
Nurturing the Artistic Temperament

Synopsis 
Artists are a special gift to the church but their gifting is often feared or used in-
effectively. Leadership, congregations and artists benefit from spiritual and practi-
cal guidance to mine this rich resource. 

Seminar Premise 
If David, with his intense artistic temperament, could be called “a man after 
God’s own heart”, then there is hope for every artist.  

• The ability to create is one of God’s great gifts to the church.  

• Artists are a special gift to the church. 

• Often life in the church fails to reflect this belief.  Creativity is not valued or 
seen as a special gift; rather feared, seen as a problem or even a curse.   

Who will benefit from this seminar? 
• A person with artistic talent 

• The person who desires a better understanding of artists 

• The artist who would like to understand their gifting from God’s perspective 

• The artist who would like to make a strong contribution to the church 

• The leader who would like to support, encourage and lead artists 

Five concerns this seminar addresses 
Five things are of great concern. 

1. The church’s confusion concerning the place and value of the artist. 
2. The ongoing tensions and misunderstandings that exist in the church be-

tween artists and leadership and congregations. 

3. The fact that the greatest concern expressed by church leaders and church 
members about artists, does not relate to artistic skill and competency, or 
lack thereof.  Instead it relates to a lack of passion about the things of God, 
a good grasp of relevant biblical principles and, probably most important, 
character issues that include items such as servanthood, unity, relational 
sensitivity, attitude, pride and critical spirit.  

4. Many artists do not love the church, they do not seem to value character 
and integrity and find it hard to deal with authority.   

5. Most congregations, and especially leaders, do not understand and value 

the needs and contributions of artists.  
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Nurturing the Artistic Temperament

Typical Seminar Schedule* 

SESSION 1   
• Understanding “artist” &  “artistic temperament” 
• Strengths and weaknesses of the artistic temperament 
• Personal spiritual & artistic inventory 

SESSION 2 
• Value of story 
• Value of David’s story 
• Welcoming the wilderness of soul and art 

SESSION 3 
• Rooting and growing the artistic temperament.   
• Practical techniques for learning how to control emotions, conquer 
emotional negativism, dealing with perfectionism, achieve artistic 
and spiritual disciplines.  

SESSION 4 
• Growing a sanctified imagination 
• Word study of “magnify” 

SESSION 5 
• Living in a worshipful community 
• Power and promise of the sanctified artistic temperament 

*Schedule and topics may be adopted to as necessary to local situation.  
As time allows, seminar provides numerous opportunities for reflection and inte-
gration of artistic medium of choice. 
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